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Triton, and the Lake Tritonis. This name, which originally
expressed the birth of the dawn from the water, was afterwards
explained in various ways, and the first part was even derived
from a provincial Greek word meaning head. Looked at from
her ethical side, she appears as the goddess af wisdom, a re-
flection and personification of that profound wisdom and sagacity
with which Father Zeus controls the destinies of the world.
Hence we may easily gather the other features of her character.
She is, in the first place, the protectress of states; and all that
their welfare requires in peace or war proceeds from her. Thus
she appears as goddess of peace as well as war. In the latter
capacity she accompanies the army on its march, inspires the
soldiers with ardour for the fray, and rewards them with victory
and rich spoils; she also affords her mighty protection to towns
and cities at home. In Homer she figures, besides, as the kindly
guide and protectress of individual heroes, such as Odysseus,
Achilles, Diomedes. It was she who first taught mankind to
manage the horse, and to build ships and chariots; she also
invented the war-trumpet and flute. As goddess of war she
usually wears, besides helmet, shield, and spear, the dreadful aegis.
The latter, in art monuments, is represented as a breastplate
covered with dragon's scales, and surrounded with serpents, in
the midst of which is the dreadful head of Medusa, which has
the effect of turning every one that looks on it into stone.

As goddess of peace, Athene is equally lavish in blessing.
Everything necessary either to the physical or intellectual wel-
fare of mankind was believed to proceed from her, and to be
subject to her influence. Accordingly, useful inventions of all
kinds are ascribed to her. It was she who firot gave men the
rake and the plough; it was she who invented the distaff and
loom, as well as the art of dyeing woven stuffs, and many other
feminine accomplishments.

By later writers this skill in art is extended to other things,
and she is represented as the patroness of every branch of
science, art, and manufacture.